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aPrIL 26, 2018
dear Friends and Colleagues:

twenty years ago, the legal services community was grappling with a severe lack of funding for legal services, 
enormous challenges reaching isolated and disenfranchised populations, and virtually no technology. that same 
year, the Maryland legislature enacted a filing fee surcharge for legal services, the US announced its first surplus 
budget in 30 years, and larry Page and sergey Brin founded Google. 

While we have witnessed significant advances since 1998 when we hosted our first legal services 
conference, how is it that we are now addressing a homeless youth crisis, human trafficking domestically,
unprecedented animosity toward immigrants, and continuing poverty such that hundreds of thousands of 
Marylanders still qualify for legal aid services at a level $10,000 less than what most Americans were making 
two decades ago? And how is it that the problems of inequality, poverty and discrimination still 
persist?

We have a choice. We can lament the current problems of the day; or we can take action. 

We believe that as stewards of the law and our democracy, there is only one choice. We need to reenergize and 
work with one another even more fervently to ensure that our justice system is what we know it can and should 
be—accessible, equitable and fair.  As we acknowledge 20 years of collaboration, partnership, and shared 
knowledge, the need to listen to and learn from each other is just as acute, if not more so, than it was during our 
first conference. It is in that spirit – the spirit of learning from one another and counting on each other – that we 
welcome each of you to this year’s 20th Maryland Partners for Justice Conference.

Thank you for the work you do, and will continue to do. We are grateful to all who fight for equal 
justice and to those sponsors who enable us to accomplish our mission. We are privileged and proud to call all of 
you our “partners for justice.”

sincerely, 

                         

      sharon e. Goldsmith 
  executive director

Joseph dyer 
President
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Who We are
the Pro Bono resource Center of Maryland addresses the inequality of access to the legal system by 
connecting volunteer lawyers to economically disadvantaged individuals, non-profit legal services providers, and 
communities for free legal counsel and representation.  We serve as the support and resource agency for other civil 
legal services advocates and provide technical assistance to stretch the capacity within the bar and legal 
community to safeguard everyone’s access to justice.  

What We do
As the only statewide support program, PBRC is here to help sustain your important work. 
We encourage you to take advantage of the vast array of services we offer, including:
• Recruitment and referral of volunteers to legal services providers;
• Substantive legal training and mentoring for volunteers and staff;
• Management of the MLSC Litigation Fund for pro bono, reduced fee and Judicare lawyers; 
• Technical assistance and best practice tools for operating local and regional pro bono programs;
• Publication of the E-Bulletin of specific pro bono cases, other volunteer opportunities, upcoming trainings, and events;
• Coordination of statewide and regional planning programs and education through mentoring roundtables, 
   state/local bar meetings, the Pro Bono Coordinating Council, and this conference;
• Tracking pro bono progress and reporting to Court of Appeals;
• Incubation of project models for limited scope services in targeted areas of unmet need; and 
• Capacity building within the bar and legal services network that impact the community. 

vIsIt WWW.ProBonomd.orG For more InFormatIon.



Schedule  at  a  Glance

9:45 am - 11:00 am

11:15 am -12:30 Pm

12:30 Pm -  2:00 Pm

PLenary sPeaker & honoree: CAtherine PuGh, Mayor of Baltimore City

sessIon three

sessIon one

8:15 am - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast & registration

9:00 am - 9:30 am

2:15 Pm - 3:30 Pm

sessIon tWo

Death by a thousand Cuts: 
How Wage Theft Keeps Families in 
Poverty

Everyone’s a Fundraiser

Human Trafficking in the Courtroom: 
important insights for the Bench & the Bar
  

Pro Bono For Paralegals

Fair Housing Act: 
New Frontiers After 50 Years
Access to Justice for Youth
experiencing homelessness
Pushing Back on school Pushout
in Maryland

Justice For A Multicultural Maryland: 
language Access Planning

Maximizing resources to reduce 
Barriers to Access to Justice... 

successful Partnering with 
Private Counsel

Advising and representing Veterans 
with Adverse Discharges
Post-(in)equality: An exploration of 
legal issues impacting lGBtQ 
Marylanders

impact of sentencing on Children

home Buying scams: 
The Evolution of the Foreclosure Crisis

twist and shout: 
We All need a little teambuilding

Community Partnering: 
Best Practices and Case studies

oPenInG: sharon e. Goldsmith, Executive Director, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC)

sCdLs remarks: david Pantzer, Chair, MSBA Section of Delivery of Legal Services

PuBLIC deFenders uPdate: Paul deWolfe, Public Defender of Maryland, Office of the Public Defender

LunCh
maryLand LeGaL servICes uPdate: susan erlichman, Executive Director, Maryland Legal Services Corporation 

aCCess to JustICe InItIatIves: reena shah, Executive Director, Maryland Access to Justice Commission 

IntroduCtIon oF Guest sPeakers: stephanie Joseph, Co-Chair, Partners for Justice Conference Planning Committee 

WeLCome: Joseph dyer, President, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC)
msBa GreetInG: sara arthur, President, Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA)

IntroduCtIon oF honoree: thomas Prevas, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr, LLP

LeGaL aId LandsCaPe: Wilhelm h. Joseph, Jr., Executive Director, Maryland Legal Aid

keynote address: BRIAN FROSH, Attorney General of Maryland 
CLosInG|aCknoWLedGements |raFFLe

the safety net for the safety net: 
supporting our undocumented immigrant neighbors

Law Firms and Pro Bono Program 
engagement: What Makes them Click?
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Go online 
&Go Green 
#PartnersForJustice

PaneL materIaLs are onLIne:  WWW.PROBONOMd.ORg/PARTNERSFORJUSTICE 
enter the password 20years!justice
Click on the link and follow the prompts to download materials. *Do not forward these materials/
access codes to anyone; those interested in the materials should contact the Pro Bono Resource Center directly.*

tWeet @PBrCmd ABout 
AttenDinG the PArtners 
FOR JUSTICE CONFERENCE

FoLLoW us on InstaGram: @PBrCmd 
add us on FaCeBook: ProBonomd

reCoGnItIon and mPJC uPdate: sharon e. Goldsmith, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland (PBRC)

Guest sPeakers: BLAIR FRANKLIN & CIERA dUNLAP, Youth Empowered Society 

IntroduCtIon oF keynote address: hon. Cathy serrette, Co-Chair, Partners for Justice Conference Planning Committee 

Court WeLCome: Chief Judge mary ellen Barbera, Maryland Court of Appeals



Maryland is one of the top human trafficking states in the U.S. This panel will discuss the indicators of human trafficking from an 
advocate’s standpoint and how private attorneys, State’s Attorneys, Public Defenders, and members of the court can assist in 
addressing the problem.

Moderator: Rebecca Riemer, Administrative Office of the Courts
Panelists: Hon. Barbara Baer Waxman, District Court for Baltimore City; Jessica Emerson, Human Trafficking Prevention Project; 
Thomas Stack, Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice; Abigail Hill, Foster Care Court Improvement Project, AOC

PaneL desCrIPtIons
sessIon one: 9:45 am to 11:00 am

Pro bono service organizations often have very few or no in-house paralegal staff members. Non-lawyers who work for law firms or 
companies with in-house counsel are often interested in pro bono work, but don’t know how best to contribute or what the guidelines are 
for helping with a pro bono project as a non-lawyer. This panel will explore what paralegals, legal administrative, and litigation support staff 
in pro bono service organizations do, what help interested volunteers provide, and what the best practices are for matching volunteers with 
projects appropriate for their professional roles.

Moderator: Beverly Lagarde, BGE Legal Department
Panelists: Ingrid B. Hitchens-Hall, Community Law Center; Makeisha Gibson, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service; 
William Pinner, Johns Hopkins University

Pro Bono For ParaLeGaLs - room 345

the saFety net For the saFety net: suPPortInG our undoCumented ImmIGrant neIGhBors - room 350
What does it mean to be “undocumented” in Maryland? There are many myths and much misinformation surrounding immigrant eligibil-
ity for social services and other benefits. While the traditional, publically-funded safety net may provide some assistance to immigrants 
who come from mixed-status families, there are a number of gaps. The panel will discuss how advocates work to fill them, including 
providing healthcare for the uninsured, assisting youth and families with education and other reunification issues, accessing other 
needed resources, and navigating cultural and language barriers. It will also address fraud, victimization, and fear in the immigrant com-
munity, as well as the reasons why undocumented folks have few or no avenues to legal status.

Moderator: Eric Seymour, Esperanza Center, Catholic Charities of Baltimore
Panelists: Virginia Fitchett, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service; Dr. Kathryn Kline, Johns Hopkins; 
Ivette Riera Salarich, Mid Shore Pro Bono; Williams Guevara Martinez, Former Unaccompanied Minor Client

human traFFICkInG In the Courtroom: ImPortant InsIGhts For the BenCh & the Bar - room 349

Every nonprofit staff member is an ambassador for their organization and can play an important role in fundraising efforts. Learn from 
experts and your peers about bolstering a culture of philanthropy, and leave with practical tips you can apply in support of development 
staff or to strengthen your own fundraising skills. This session will feature case examples, including online crowdfunding campaigns, as 
well as skill-building activities to help you tell your organization’s story in your own words.

Moderator:  Deb Seltzer, Maryland Legal Services Corporation 
Panelists: Kristine Dunkerton, Community Law Center; Jennifer Pelton, Public Justice Center

Working with community partners can expand the reach of civil legal aid and ensure program sustainability through the support of those 
community partners. Session attendees will be provided practical tips and suggestions on how to establish effective community partner-
ships within their programs. Legal Aid will discuss how Community Partnering Toolkit applied best practices to create and expand the 
Lawyer in the Library program in Baltimore City and beyond. Using the same principles, law librarians have created a training program 
for public librarians on legal information and referrals.

Moderator:  Sandy Brewer, Howard County Law Library 
Panelists: Reena Shah, Maryland Access to Justice Commission; Amy Petkovsek, Maryland Legal Aid;
Catherine McGuire, Maryland State Law Library

everyone’s a FundraIser - room 347

CommunIty PartnerInG: Best PraCtICes and Case studIes - room 348

This panel will explore the epidemic of wage theft, including its structural causes, its impact on people of color, and its role in 
perpetuating poverty. Panelists will discuss: 1) recent wage theft research; 2) models and methods of making work pay, including 
ideas for ensuring robust enforcement in Maryland; and 3) how legal services attorneys can identify and combat wage theft.

Moderator: Sulma Guzmán, Public Justice Center
Panelists: Celine McNicholas, Economic Policy Institute; Daniel A. Katz, Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights; 
Sally Dworak-Fisher, Public Justice Center

death By a thousand Cuts: hoW WaGe theFt keePs FamILIes In Poverty  - room 346
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Youth and young adults experiencing homelessness face multidimensional and interconnected civil legal issues that create barriers to practical needs 
like housing, income, and education. However, youth often do not access legal assistance for a variety of reasons, including stigma, lack of knowl-
edge among youth and providers about legal rights and resources, and absence of legal services targeting youth. Legal partnerships and programs 
designed with and for youth experiencing homelessness address this deficit and support better outcomes for youth.  The ABA launched the Homeless 
Youth Legal Network in 2017 and identified the Homeless Youth Initiative at HPRP in Baltimore, MD as a model program. Session participants will 
learn about effective local and national program models for providing civil legal services to youth experiencing homelessness, as well as best practices 
for representing individual youth.
 
Moderator: Rachel White, Advocates for Children and Youth 
Panelists: Ciera Dunlap, Youth Empowered Society (YES) Drop-In Center; Amy Horton-Newell, ABA Commission on Homelessness; 
Ingrid Lofgren, Homeless Persons Representation Project

Dado el crecimiento de la población inmigrante con dominio limitado del inglés en Maryland, es imperativo que las organizaciones sin fines de lucro y los bufetes 
de abogados tengan un plan de acceso al idioma. A través del uso de interpretación simultánea del español al inglés, este panel aportará una experiencia 
reveladora de acceso al idioma junto con una discusión de este asunto crítico en el acceso a la justicia. Los panelistas presentarán estrategias de sentido común 
y prácticas ideales para servir a clientes con dominio limitado del inglés y recalcarán el papel que juega la comunicación efectiva en la entrega de servicios de 
calidad. Los asistentes saldrán de este panel con una lista de acciones que pueden tomar como parte de sus propios esfuerzos hacia el acceso al idioma.

With the growing immigrant and limited English proficiency (LEP) population in Maryland, it is imperative that nonprofit organizations and law offices have a 
language access plan. Through the use of simultaneous Spanish-English interpretation, this panel will provide an eye-opening language access experience along 
with a discussion of this critical issue in access to justice. Panelists will introduce common-sense strategies and best practices for serving LEP clients and will 
highlight the role that effective communication plays in the delivery of quality service. Attendees will leave this panel with a task list of items they can complete as 
a part of their own language access efforts.

Moderator: Spencer Larkin, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
Panelists: Tatiana Sandoval, Maryland Multicultural Youth Center; David Steib, Ayuda; Maria Idrovo, LEP service seeker

The federal Fair Housing Act (Civil Rights Act of 1968) celebrates its 50th Anniversary this year. It promised hope, equal opportunity and inclusive 
housing.  Where are we now?  How do we as advocates move the needle  to address not only intentional, individual discrimination, but also the 
structural racism that continues to permeate the housing policies of government and institutional actors.  Panelists will elaborate on recent systemic 
cases and initiatives that challenge structural racism including: Enforcement of HUD voluntary conciliation agreement with MD DHCD,  Baltimore 
County that promises 1,000 new hard units and 2,000 mobility moves in 10 years; recent advocacy around banking and mortgage product access in 
communities of color (including application of the Community Reinvestment Act) , new models and challenges for development without displacement 
(gentrification), and the continuing vitality of each jurisdiction’s obligation to affirmatively further fair housing.
 
Moderator: Robert J. Strupp, Baltimore Neighborhoods, Inc. 
Panelists: C. Matthew Hill, Public Justice Center; Tracy McCracken, National Community Reinvestment Coalition; 
Robyn Dorsey, Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition

In 2014, the Maryland State Board of Education passed some of the most progressive school discipline regulations in the country, with the 
goal of ending zero tolerance policies, increasing due process protections and heightening the standard for when a child can be removed from 
school. In passing these regulations, the Board recognized the disproportionate impact of exclusionary discipline practices--such as suspension, 
expulsion, forced transfers to alternative schools and referrals to law enforcement officials - on black children, brown children, and children with 
disabilities. Despite these regulations, however, these punitive school discipline practices and their disproportionate and unjust impact continue. 
This panel discussion will highlight the rights of students experiencing school pushout and offer strategies to enforce those rights at every stage 
of the discipline process, from representation at principal meetings to litigating administrative appeal hearings. The panelists will also discuss the 
Maryland Suspension Representation Project (MSRP), which was launched recently both to expand legal representation and advocacy on behalf 
of children pushed out of school, and to serve as a resource to children, families, and communities on pushout and related criminalization issues.
 
Moderator: Michael Pinard, University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law 
Panelists: Renuka Rege, Public Justice Center; Neeta Pal, Maryland Office of the Public Defender; Amanda White, Disability Rights Maryland

PushInG BaCk on sChooL Pushout In maryLand - room 347

Share your insights about the needs of your clients in an engaged discussion with committee members about how the courts can best collaborate 
with the civil legal aid delivery community, and how courts can ensure your clients have access to justice. The Maryland Judiciary expresses its 
commitment to access to justice by offering a wide range of resources to support the self-represented. This session, hosted by the Maryland Judicial 
Council’s Court Access & Community Relations Committee, will showcase the resources available to the public including a statewide network of 
self-help centers, serving individuals on a walk-in basis, as well as via the phone and live chat, the Judiciary’s self-help video library, day-of-court 
representation programs, law libraries, webinars, the Judiciary’s language portals and language services, and the Maryland Law Help app.
 
Moderator: Joan Bellistri, Anne Arundel County Public Law Library, CACR Committee Member 
Panelists: Hon. Pamela J. White, Circuit Court for Baltimore City, CACR Chair; Hon. Mark F. Scurti, District Court for Baltimore City, CACR Self 
Represented Litigant Sub-Committee Chair; Pam Cardullo Ortiz, Access to Justice Department, Administrative Office of the Courts

maXImIZInG resourCes to reduCe BarrIers to aCCess to JustICe - room 349

aCCess to JustICe For youth eXPerIenCInG homeLessness - room 346

FaIr housInG aCt: neW FrontIers aFter 50 years - room 345
sessIon tWo: 11:15 am to 12:30 Pm

What makes lawyers want to do pro bono service? Why do they choose to work through a pro bono program versus on their own and vice versa? 
These questions and others will be addressed by a diverse group of law firm representatives and solo practitioners who will also discuss best
practices for engaging their members. The discussion will open with a few significant findings of the recent ABA pro bono survey of Maryland 
lawyers and results from Maryland’s own pro bono reporting compilation by the Court of Appeals. Speakers will give perspectives on the report data, 
and on their own pro bono experiences, and will encourage interaction with the audience. The best practices that emerge will help attendees learn to 
(1) better target their recruiting message to specific audiences, and (2) have more successful interactions with a variety of firms. 

Moderator:  Leta “Shelly” Jackson, Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland
Panelists: Lisa Dewey, DLA Piper; Robin D. Leone, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP; Eleanor Hunt, Joseph, Greenwald & Laake, P.A.; 
Terri Lowery, Trozzo, Lowery & Weston

LaW FIrms and Pro Bono ProGram enGaGement: What makes them CLICk? - room 350

JustICe For a muLtICuLturaL maryLand: LanGuaGe aCCess PLannInG - room 348
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sessIon three: 2:15 Pm to 3:30 Pm

This panel will discuss how to analyze your case for affirmative claims and work with private counsel to not only maximize the benefit 
to your clients, but effectively stop illegal practices.
 
Moderator: Joseph Mack, Civil Justice, Inc. 
Panelists: Chelsea Ortega, Santoni, Vocci & Ortega, LLC; Andrew Freeman, Brown, Goldstein & Levy; Gregory Countess, Maryland Legal Aid

suCCessFuL PartnerInG WIth PrIvate CounseL - room 345

advIsInG and rePresentInG veterans WIth adverse dIsCharGes - room 346

This panel will explore the inequality still faced by the LGBTQ community in the wake of marriage equality and state-level anti-discrim-
ination protections. Topics include: divorce equality (alimony, pension, marital property), the continuing need for second parent adop-
tions and donor agreements for same sex parents, no private right of action for discrimination in places of public accommodation, and 
protections for LGBTQ students. The panel may also touch on immigration advocacy issues.
 
Moderator: Alexa Bertinelli, Civil Justice, Inc. 
Panelists: Laura DePalma, FreeState Justice; Mala Malhotra-Ortiz, Collaborative Resources Institute, LLC; Susan Silber, Silber, Perlman, Sigman & Tilev, P.A.

Post-(In)eQuaLIty: an eXPLoratIon oF LeGaL Issues ImPaCtInG LGBtQ maryLanders - room 347

This panel will focus on advising, assisting, and advocating for veterans whose discharges from the military services preclude their 
receipt of benefits administered by the federal, state, and local governments. For most veterans this is a major impediment in civilian 
life, and keeps them in the cycle of poverty. Topics will include records gathering, interviewing veterans (cultural competence), medical 
and mental health issues, and advocacy before the boards which review such issues.

Moderator: James S. Richardson, Homeless Persons Representation Project 
Panelists:  Alan Goldsmith, Federal Bar Association Veteran And Military Law Section; 
Danica Gonzalves, Veterans Consortium Pro Bono Program; Kenneth Nunez, HPRP Client

home BuyInG sCams: the evoLutIon oF the ForeCLosure CrIsIs - room 348

GUeST SPeAKerS: BLAIR FRANKLIN & CIERA DUNLAP OF THE YOUTH EMPOWERED SOCIETY 

lUnCH AnD KeYnoTe ADDreSS: MD ATTORNEY GENERAL BRIAN E. FROSH 
 Attorney General Brian E. Frosh was sworn in as Maryland’s 46th Attorney General on Jan. 6, 2015, pledging to 
bring fairness, equality and justice to all Marylanders. Attorney General Frosh is focused on cracking down on 
unfair, deceptive and predatory business practices, on protecting our natural resources from damage, and on 
bringing transparency and openness to government. He is also working to keep our neighborhoods safe and 
prevent crime before it happens on our streets and on the Internet. Prior to his current position, Mr. Frosh served 
for 28 years in the Maryland General Assembly - 8 years in the House of Delegates and 20 years in the State 
Senate, where he was chairman of the Judicial Proceedings Committee for 12 years. As a legislator, 
Attorney General Frosh put in place stronger protections for victims of domestic violence and led efforts to 
expand the state's DNA database to help law enforcement catch criminals, and to enact some of the 
toughest common-sense gun laws in the country. He is known as a strong champion of the environment, and 
has received the Leadership in Law Award from the Daily Record, among numerous other honors. He was raised 
in Montgomery County, where he still lives. He earned his B.A. from Wesleyan University and received his law 
degree from the Columbia University School of Law. 

After foreclosure, banks and mortgage lenders generally look to sell their unwanted properties quickly. This creates opportunities for 
unscrupulous investors and landlords to buy up properties cheaply, and ensnare would-be home buyers into ‘rent-to-own’ or land 
installment contracts. Consumers believe they’re buying the home, but these types of contracts do not transfer title of the property to 
the consumer. This leads to confusion and frustration about the consumer’s rights and responsibilities, including repairs and mainte-
nance of the property. In addition, consumers who enter into these contracts do not have the protections that Maryland law provides 
for homeowners in foreclosure. These practices not only prey on uninformed home-buyers, they also contribute to the unavailability 
and unaffordability of rental housing. This panel will discuss the law regarding land installment and rent-to-own contracts, current trends 
being seen throughout the state and nationwide, and prepare attorneys, paralegals, and other advocates to help consumers with these issues. 

Moderator: Ellyn Riedl, Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service 
Panelists: Kira Gardner-Marshall, Neighborhood Housing Services of Baltimore; Andrew Pizor, National Consumer Law Center

Legal services is a stressful field, and our peers help make any difficult challenge seem less formidable. Come to this session to learn 
teambuilding skills, stress management, personality inventories, and strategies for working alongside your peers. 

Moderator: Amy Petkovsek, Maryland Legal Aid 
Panelists: Amanda Wahle, Maryland 4-H Program; Bekah Carmichael, Family League of Maryland

tWIst and shout: We aLL need a LIttLe teamBuILdInG - room 350

Despite the recognition of the paramount importance of placing the best interest of the child first and foremost, in most states, 
consideration of the well-being of the child is absent or merely tangential in criminal law and policies. More than five million children, or 
approximately seven percent of all U.S. children, have had a parent who lived with them go to jail or prison. Panelists will discuss the 
psychological trauma these children face and suggestions on what can be done to help them, including considering children when 
sentencing their defendant parent or primary caregiver.
 
Moderator: Hon.Cathy H. Serrette, Prince George’s County Circuit Court
Panelists: Alfrieda Robinson-Dawkins, Bon Secours Community Works; 
Dr. Pamela Brown, Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children,Youth & Families

ImPaCt oF sentenCInG on ChILdren - room 349

6



Run a 5K or walk a mile and support free legal services for low-income Marylanders. 
This event is $35 (Includes t-shirt) OR free to those who raise or donate $100 or more. 
REGISTER: www.ProbonoMd.org/rUn 

10TH ANNUAL VETERANS LEGAL ASSISTANCE CONFERENCE AND TRAINING  |  FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 2018
8:00 AM TO 5:00 PM  |  University of Baltimore School of Law, 1401 N. Charles St, Baltimore, MD 21201 

Designed for lawyers, law students, veterans, policymakers, and other service professionals, the conference will provide a 
forum for discussion of critical legal issues facing our veterans. REGISTER: www.ProbonoMd.org/veteransconference

LIVE EVENTS:
PRO BONO RESOURCE CENTER OF MARYLAND TRAINING PROGRAMS AND UPCOMING EVENTS:

4TH RUN FOR JUSTICE  | SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 2018 (registration 7:30 aM, rUn starts at 8:00 aM)
Meadowood Regional Park, 10650 Falls Rd, Lutherville-Timonium, MD 21093

ONLINE TRAINING COURSES:

The MSBA and PBRC are offering free and discounted slots for a selection of MSBA CLE courses. Volunteer attorneys are eligible for 
one of three (3) free slots in exchange for accepting a pro bono case referral from a recognized pro bono legal services program. Staff 
legal services attorneys may register for one of three (3) discounted slots offered at 50% off the regular course cost. Slots will be filled 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

For a listing of eligible courses and to register, visit www.ProbonoMd.org/Msba-cle.

Consumer Bankruptcy | Consumer Protection | Copyright & Art |Foreclosure Prevention |Criminal Record Expungement 
Elder Law | Family Law |Property Law | Tax Sale Prevention | Immigration | LGBTQ Law | Veterans Assistance
Medicaid | Nonprofit Law | Special Education | Tenant Rights  ...visit: www.ProbonoMd.org/training for More inforMation

Pbrc offers free and reduced fee online trainings that can be viewed at a time and place convenient for 
attorneys who make a pro bono commitment. a wide variety of topics are covered including:

MSBA CLE COURSES:

Pro Bono in YoUr PAJAMAS: 
VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS NEEDED FOR: MARYLAND.FREELEGALANSWERS.ORG 

Answer civil legal questions online at your own convenience. 

JUDGe roBerT M. Bell AwArD: 
MArY AnnA DonoHoe eSq. 
 
DiSTinGUiSHeD Pro Bono VolUnTeer AwArD: 
CHArleS SCHeeler, eSq.  
reTireD Pro Bono VolUnTeer AwArD: 
elVA TillMAn, eSq. 

lee A. CAPlAn AwArD: 
HerB DUBin, eSq.

YoUnG lAwYerS SeCTion Alex Fee MeMoriAl AwArD: 
MADonnA leBlinG, eSq., CHriSTiAn noBle, eSq., & MAYA ZeGArrA, eSq. 

2018 MArYlAnD Pro Bono SerViCe AwArD reCiPienTS

We hope that the extraordinary dedication and remarkable accomplishments exhibited by this year’s recipients serve as a model for others and testimony of 
Maryland’s commitment to equal justice. The 2018 awards will be presented Saturday, June 16 at the Maryland State Bar Association Annual Meeting in Ocean City. 

Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland is proud to announce the... 
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lAw FirM Pro Bono SerViCe AwArD: 
SAnToni, VoCCi, & orTeGA, llP

HerBerT S. GArTen SPeCiAl ProJeCT AwArD: 
MArYlAnD JUVenile liFer PArole rePreSenTATion ProJeCT 

non-leGAl or orGAniZATionAl inVolVeMenT AwArD: 
MArYlAnD FAiTH HeAlTH neTworK AS PArT oF THe
MArYlAnD CiTiZenS HeAlTH iniTiATiVe
 

CoMe To THe ConFerenCe To FinD
 oUT wHo THe 2018 Pro Bono 
SerViCe AwArD winnerS Are!



in APPreCiATion 

ConFerenCe PLannInG CommIttee & CoordInators 

PBrC staFF 
sharon e. Goldsmith, esq.
executive Director
dean Fleyzor, esq.
tenant Volunteer lawyer 
of the Day Program Manager
Caitlin Goldblatt
Project Coordinator
margaret henn, esq.
Director of home 
Preservation Project
Jaci Jones
Marketing & Communications 
Coordinator

shannice Anderson-Kimpson
Joan Bellistri 
heather Benno
laura DePalma
Sally dworak-Fisher
nora eidelman
Jessica emerson
Pamela Foresman
Debra Gardner
sharon e. Goldsmith

Co-chairs: hon. Cathy serrette & stephanie Joseph

PRO BONO RESOURCE CENTER OF MARYLANd’S 2018 CORPORATE SUPPORTERS 

Pro Bono resourCe Center Board memBers 

Jordan l. Bailowitz           
Pamela S. Foresman
Sima g. Fried    
Michael J. Goecke
Ds Gray
Kristin P. herber  
Allen e. honick    

Catherine K. hopkin
Michael r. hudak
Willhelm h. Joseph
Frederick L. Kobb
Melissa l. Mackiewicz
Melanie Murray Mfume 
nicolas orechwa

ProvIder sPonsors
 
Allegany Law Foundation 
Bar Association of Baltimore City: senior legal services
Civil Justice, inc. 
Community legal services of Prince George’s County
Maryland legal Aid
Montgomery County Bar Foundation, Pro Bono Program
People’s law library
Public Justice Center

ProGram sPonsors

David Pantzer 
emily C. rogers
Michael P. sawicki
tracy l. steedman
hon. Keith r. truffer
Brian t. tucker

Joseph dyer
President 
                                    
James Benjamin, Jr.
Vice President

victor L. velazquez
executive Vice President 

ryan P. nolan
secretary

Gerard r. vetter
immediate Past President

annie Brinkmann speedie, esq.
Director of Programming
sydney dunning, esq.
Consumer Protection 
Project Manager

elizabeth L. Grove
executive Assistant
Catherine d. hulme, esq.
MD immigrant legal Assistance 
Program Manager

Linzey Powers
Development Director

•  Association of Corporate Counsel – Baltimore  •  Saiontz & Kirk, P.A. •  seyfarth shaw, llP*
• gallagher Evelius & Jones, LLP*  •  dugan, Babij, Tolley & Kohler, LLC • The Hirschel group

•  Brown goldstein & Levy  •  Lerch, Early & Brewer  •  McKennon Shelton & Henn, LLP  
•  Zuckerman Spaeder  •  Linowes and Blocher, LLP 

 •  Minnesota Lawyers Mutual  •  Pessin Katz Law. P.A.  •  Potter Burnett Law

  •  Santoni, Vocci & Ortega, LLC  •  Tydings & Rosenberg, LLP  • Tracy & dave Steedman*

maria ellena Chavez-ruark
treasurer

Amy hennen 
Cate hulme
robin leone
ingrid lofgren
Shila Mashhadishafie
nicole McConlogue
Dave Pantzer
Amy Petkovsek
Kiah Pierre
renuka rege

spencer Larkin
MD immigrant legal
Assistance Program Paralegal

shelly “Leta” Jackson, esq. 
staff Attorney 
dave Pantzer. esq. 
Director of education, 
outreach, & technology
kiah e. Pierre
training & records Manager 
kiandre rist
home Preservation 
Project Coordinator
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THANK YOU to all those whose hard work made this conference enriching and meaningful!

ellyn riedl
Jane santoni
Deb seltzer 
Anne speedie
robert J. strupp
Kate Wolfson
Swapna Yeluri

(* = CONFERENCE SPONSORS)


